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Ethel S. Podolor

Send Flowers A Share

October 6, 1909 - December 8, 2015 Ethel Podolor passed away Dec 8,
2015. She was 106 years old. Born in Duluth, Minnesota in 1909 of parents
Ima Mistachkin and Anna Schartzbine. She was the second of five siblings
- older brother Norman, younger sisters Elsie and Millie, and younger
brother Buddy. Millie at 93 is the sole surviving sibling. At nineteen she
married Mike Podolor and moved to California where he soon developed
the largest used car business in Los Angeles - Podolor Motors. They had a
son, Donald, and six years later another son - Richard. Richard, as a
young talented guitar player, was discovered in high school by a country
record company owner and invited to record at his Malibu studio. Richard
played on several hit records there and lead the family into starting their
own recording studio - American Recording Co, part of the Hollywood
Palladium building on Sunset and Argyle in 1959. After a stint in the
Army, where Richard was in Special Services giving solo guitar concerts in
Germany, the UK, Belgium, and France, he and Mike converted a famous

Chinese restaurant into the new American Recording Co in Studio City,
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CA in 1962. Ethel ran the front office on a first name basis with people
like David Geffen, Clive Davis, Jerry Moss & Herb Alpert of A&M Records,
and Joe Smith of Warner Bros. Her son Richard began producing gigantic
hit records with Steppenwolf, Three Dog Night, Blues Image, and others
and Ethel was right in the middle managing his affairs and the studio. For
5 years Three Dog Night was the biggest selling, highest grossing rock
group in America. Richard produced hit records, and Don booked major
concerts all over the world. After that, Mike and Ethel retired and spent
their time at home, with family, and travelling to Europe, Israel, and
Switzerland. Mike passed away in 2000. In later years, Ethel remembered
many things from her childhood in Duluth, Minnesota. Like when her
aunt Sadie and her best friend, Bob Dylan's mother, put together some
money to send Bob to New York to see if he could make something of
himself. She heard it turned out pretty good. And like when, in an
amazing turn of fate, her date for the prom was tragically killed by
lightning as he had built a radio kit and was listening on headphones in
the attic that were attached to the lightning rod on the roof. And because
of that, she ended up meeting and marrying Mike. And her father who
had written and recorded a song "Duluth, Minnesota" that became very
famous in the area. She can be seen on You Tube under "102 year old
grandma sings her father's song about Duluth.” She lead a charmed life

and is sadly missed by her family and all that knew her.

To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store.

Published in Los Angeles Times from Dec. 12 to Dec. 13, 2015.
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MEMORIES & CONDOLENCES

Guest Book sponsored by Doug Champlain friend of Richard Podolor

What would you like to say about Ethel?

Not sure what to say? W

Add a photo

Your Name

Your Email Address

Your Relationship

Get email updates for this page

Add Memory

Posting Guidelines | FAQ

5 entries
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August 11, 2020

It was a real pleasure knowing this beautiful lady.

Ron Masterjohn
Acquaintance

January 4, 2016

I had the pleasure of meeting and spending time with Ethel. I loved to
hear her stories. So sad to hear of her passing. She will truly be missed.
Robin
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Robin Alexander

December 22, 2015

Beautiful life, history & family God Bless she is with the angels.

Gail Webster

December 18, 2015

So sorry to hear about your grandma. How lucky you were to have her in
your life for such a long time. She was a remarkable woman.

Maria Bing

December 15, 2015

Shery, I am so sorry to hear of your grandmother's passing. But what a
beautiful legacy she left you and your family!

diana shachory

INVITE OTHERS TO ADD MEMORIES

Share to let others add their own memories and condolences

ADVICE & SUPPORT
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The Five Stages of Grief

Sympathy Advice

What Is a Eulogy?

Funeral Flower Etiquette

View All Advice & Support Articles
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